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A  DRESSING 

FOR, 

L  *  *  D  T**R**W. 


MY  LORD, 

The  farcaftic  and  illiberal  way  in  which 
your  Lordftiiphas  treated  my  profeffion,  will, 
I  truft,  juftify  me  in  thus  openly  avowing 
my  deteftation  of  your  conduct.  A  public 
infult  demands  a  public  vindication;  and 
though  I  am  not  fo  vain  as  to  think  that  this 
letter  will  make  any  impreflion  on  a  mind 
like  your  Lordmip's,  yet  I  hope  it  will  expofe 
your  inflability  and  crufh  the  effects  of  your 
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prejudices.  What  is  the  Rill  againft  which 
your  lordfhip  has  fummoned  up  all  the  phlegm 
of  your  temperament,  and  all  the  art  of  your 
profeffiou  ?  Is  it  a  bill  for  the  aggrandize- 
ment of  a  few  by  the  ruin  of  the  many  ? — 
No  !  Is  it  a  bill  for  the  extinction  of  fcience? 
No !  Is  it  a  bill  to  deprive  the  naval  furgeon 
of  that  final  and  lafting  recompense,  a  domef- 
tic  fettlement  ?  No  I — The  bill  has  for  its 
object  the  reverfe  of  all  this. 

I  need  not  tell  your  lordfhip  that  in  every 
profeffion  there  muft  be  fome  ftandard  of  ap- 
preciation.— -You  will  not  admit  the  circulat- 
ing coin  of  a  country  without  being  fu re  that 
it  is  free  from  alloy  j  and  will  you  admit 
opinions  of  fuch  infinitely  greater  moment 
to  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  without  having 
weighed  them  at  all  ?  If  my  guinea  is  bad, 
I  am  only  a  guinea  the  poorer ;  but  if  my 
opinion  or  practice  is  bad,  I  am  not  only  in- 
jured in  my  own  reputation,  but  tranfmit  my 

crime 
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crime  to  pofterity.    But  without  travelling 
far  for  quotations,  your  own  profeffion  (hews 
the  expediency  of  a  ftandard ;  would  you 
confer  the  dignity  of  barriller  on  that  legal 
tool,  a  tranfcriber  of  parchments  ?  Then 
how  can  you  fuppofe  that  the  functions  of  a 
furgeon  can  be  adequately  exercifed  by  a  ftu- 
dent  in  bell-metal  mortars  !    Taking  there- 
fore cuflom  for  my  guide,  I  lay  it  down  as 
an  unalterable  pofition,  that  there  muft  be  a 
ftandard.    The  court  of  examining:  furgeon s 
have  hitherto  con  flit  uted  that  tribunal.  The 
defign  of  their  inftitution  was  to  protect  fo- 
ciety  from  ignorance  and  empiricifm,  by  giv- 
ing a  diplomatic  fandtion  to  men  of  abilities. 
But  experience,  the  polar  ftar  of  fcience' 
has  mown  that  their  authority  was  too  limited 
to  be  effectual  ;  and  that  the  army,  navy, 
and  empire  at  large,  have  been  inundated  and 
overwhelmed    with    impudent  pretenders. 
The  neceffity  for  fome  reform  in  this  refpect 
is  too  apparent  to  be  contradicted.   In  confir- 
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mation  of  it  we  have  the  teftimony  of  every 
naval  officer.  How  has  the  fervice  been  fup- 
plied  with  mates — from  the  hofpitals  of 
Great  Britain,  the  proper  feminaries  of  chi- 
rurgical  knowledge  ?  No  ! — From  the  private 
abodes,  or  domeftic  tuition  of  refpe&able  fur- 
geons  ?  No  ! — How  then  have  they  origi- 
nated ?  Why  from  the  mops  of  apotheca- 
ries ! — difcarded  apprentices,  and  uneducated 
porters  I  But  a  far  greater  number  of  them 
needy  adventurers  from  the  north  !  Scotch 
graduates,  that  never  faw  a  diffedtion,  or  even 
handled  a  knife  ! — Precious  fellows  to  be  en- 
trufted  with  lopping  off  legs  and  arms  in  a 
battle  ! — Their  education  is  merely  this  : 
they  come  to  town  as  ignorant  and  as  rufti- 
cated  as  peafants.  They  walk  an  hofpital  (if 
they  can  afford  it)  for  three  months :  during 
which  time  they  acquire  a  little  technical 
phrafeology ;  and  with  this  fuperficial  in- 
ftruclion  they  fally  forth  as  mates  to  diftri- 
bute  life  and  death  to  the  miferable  victims  of 

war. 
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war.  It  is  a  notorious  truth,  that  at  fea  they 
amputate  like  the  barbarians  of  Abyifinia ; 
only  with  this  difference,  that  they  ufe  a 
knife  inftead  of  a  hatchet.  For  the  truth 
of  tMs,  I  appeal  to  the  teftimony  of  all  the 
naval  officers,  and  to  the  petition  of  the  De- 
legates. Good  God  !  are  the  lives  of  his  ma- 
jefly's  feamen,  the  invulnerable  bulwarks, 
and  main  palladium  of  our  ftrength,  to  be 
idly  facrificed  to  pleafe  a  junto,  or  pamper 
the  fpleen  of  a  faction  ?  Or,  will  it  be  any 
extenuation  of  our  guiltinefs  either  in  the 
prefent  or  fucceeding  ages,  that  we  have  been 
prevented  from  doing  an  ac"l  of  humanity, 
becaufe  it  was  repugnant  to  the  principles  of 
your  lordmip  ?  I  would  not  be  fo  deftitute 
of  humanity  as  to  wilh  your  lordmip  the 
painful  experience  of  fo  brute-like  an  opera- 
tion. But  I  appeal  to  your  own  underftand- 
ing,  whether  you  in  your  confcience  think, 
that  a  man  unfkilled  in  anatomy,  and  unbot- 
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tomed  in  all  medical  fcience,  can  be  entruft- 
cd  to  amputate  a  limb,  without  knowing  the 
courfe  of  the  arteries ;  or  extract  a  fplinter 
or  a  mufket-fliot,  without  a  knowledge  of 
the  membranes  in  which  it  is  enveloped  ? 

But  perhaps  it  is  the  intereft  of  government 
to  facrihee  the  lives  of  the  wounded,  rather 
than  incur  the  expence  of  their  maintenance. 
This  was  the  policy  of  the  German  courts, 
and  perhaps  it  was  the  policy  of  other  courts, 
in  a  war  not  lefs  remarkable  for  the  blood  it 
expended,  than  for  the  zeal  with  which  the 
then  Attorney  General  encouraged  its  profecu- 
tion.  But  here,  I  confefs,  your  lordfhip  has 
acted  initricl:  conformity  to  calculation  ;  that 
mankind  while  they  condemn  your  barbarity 
may  admire  the  economy  that  produced  it : 
for  a  horfe  is  eftimated  at  tiventy- eight  pounds, 
and  a  man  only  at  ffteen*  .Meafures  con- 
dueled  on  fuch  ambiguous  principles,  may  be 

compared 
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compared  to  the  black  ferpent  of  India  *>, 
who  is  faid  to  carry  within  his  head  an  anti- 
dote to  his  own  poifon.  It  is  therefore  a 
mark  of  your  political  prudence  to  provide  a 
college  for  horfes,  while  you  commit  their 
riders,  with  the  reft  of  their  furniture,  torufl: 
and  oblivion.  It  is  a  lamentable  truth  that 
the  veterinary  profeffors  are  better  paid  than 
the  army  furgeons,  and  fhould  your  lord- 
fhip  live  to  patronize  their  institution,  they 
may  look  forward  with  exultation  to  that 
aufpicious  moment,  when  a  red  ribband  and 
a  collar  of  horfe  (hoes  is  to  be  the  honorary 
reward  of  their  ingenuity.  Should  future 
times  be  folicitous  to  know  your  motives 
for  this  decided  preference,  perhaps  malevo- 
lent fame  may  whifper  that  a  farn^r  from  a 
country  village  was  once  the  yEfculapius  of 
your  family.  But  you  lay  that  "  furgeons 
in  this  country  are  not  refpectable  men," 

*  Vijie  Kirchcri  Hrtloria  Cinenfis. 
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Was  this  aflertion  to  be  literally  interpreted, 
in  what  a  contemptuous  light  mould  we  ap- 
pear to  our  neighbours  ?  Suppofe  fome  po- 
tentate, in  any  diftant,  but  poliflied  empire, 
was  to  read  your  lordfhip's  harangue  ;  what 
would  be  his  conclufion  ?  either  that  the 
Englifli  were  barbarians,  or  the  orator  a  mad- 
man ;  and  for  this  moil;  obvious  reafon,  that 
medicine  is  the  firft  art  that  is  pra£tifed  in 
human  fociety,  becaufe  we  cannot  exift 
without  it,  and  the  laft  that  is  brought  to 
perfection  on  account  of  its  abftrufenefs  j 
therefore  we  may  exclaim  with  Milton, 

■  ■    Not  to  know  us,  argues  yourfelvcs  unknown. 

Nothing  under  heaven  being  fo  abfurd  and 
improbable,  as  our  negligence  of  an  art  which 
concerns  our  exigence  while  we  are  in  pur- 
fuit  of  ornamental  refinements.  Would  any 
man  fuffer  a  difeafe  to  prey  upon  his  vitals  while 
he  was  taking  leffons  from  an  Attitudinarian  ? 

But 
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But  the  fact  is,  that  furgery  has  been  highly 
cultivated,  and  that  you  are  wrong,  your  wit 
buffoonery,   and   your  whole  argument  a 
congeftion  of  falfehoods.  As  you  feem  fo  de- 
ficient in  information,   it  is  neceffary  that 
you  mould  be  told,  that  the  refpectability  of 
the  furgeons  commenced  with  the  inftitu- 
tion  of  the  French  academy ;  and  that  the 
Englim,  prone  to  adopt,  and  beft  calculated  to 
improve  it,  feized  the  embryon,  nurfed  it 
with  induftry,  and  have  brought  it  near  to 
perfection.    And  fuch,  let  me  tell  you,  has 
been  our  chirurgical  fame,  that  the  fovereigns 
of  Europe,  in  imitation  of  the  Ruffian  Czar, 
have  fent  their  furgeons  to  us  for  education: 
for  it  is  a  truth  not  to  be  contradicted,  that 
at  the  ahembly  of  the  allies  on  the  continent, 
the  German,  Hanoverian  and  Pruffian  foldiers 
had  eminent  furgeons  inftructed  at  Englijh  fe- 
minaries,  while  the  brave  Britifli  werefuffer- 
ing  perpetual  martyrdom  from  the  defect 
of  fcience  in  their  countrymen.  Thefe 

are 
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are  fads,  my  Lord,  which  it  is  neither  in  the 
power  of  your  ingenuity  to  invalidate,  nor 
of  your  wit  to  evade.  State  emergencies  or 
the  calamities  of  war  might  have  reconciled 
us  even  to  this ;  hut  the  evil  was  more  ex- 
tenfive,  for  thefe  men,  on  the  return  of  peace, 
thruft  themfelves  on  the  bofom  of  fociety, 
and  commit  the  fame  enormities  in  domcfnc 
piadYice,  that  they  have  been  accuftomed  to 
exercife  on  the  continent  and  the  ocean, 

You  have  been  pleafed  to  defcant  with  fomc 
acrimony  on  our  origin. — If  origin,  my  Lord, 
is  to  depreciate  maturity,  there  is  nothing  beq- 
ueath the  moon,  that  would  be  fafe  from 
your  afperfions.  We  might,  without  diving 
far  into  hiftory,  adduce  more  illujirious  cha- 
racters than  lurgeons  that  have  fprung  from 
bafer  beginnings.— -Let  it  be  remembered  that 
the  Nile  itfelf  is  collected  from  fingle  rivulets 
— that  furgeons  were  originally  incorporated 

with  .barbers,  is  no  reafen  that  they  lhould 

not 
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not  now  be  feparated  and  exalted.  Their  pri- 
mary confolidation  is  a  difgrace  to  the  age 
that  united  them,  and  to  refufe  to  recognize 
their  feparation  is  an  imputation  of  difhonour 
upon  this—  Like  chemifts  who  amalgamate 
gold  with  inferior  metals,  they  put  them  to- 
gether in  a  crucible,  but  all  their  fkill  in 
combination  could  never  effect  a  coalefcence — 
they  wereoppofite  elements ;  and  when  your 
lordinip  by  the  depth  of  your  genius  has  ob- 
tained a  patent  for  the  junction  of  contrarie- 
ties, you  will  probably  amalgamate  them. 
But  1  believe  you  will  firft  difcover  the  phi- 
lofopher's  ftanc  J 

The  wonder,  my  Lord,  is  not  that  they  are 

now  feparated,  but  that  they  were  ever  com- 
bined. Their  feparation  was  brought  about, 
not  fo  much  from  the  fchifm  or  fermentation 
of  the  members,  as  horn  the  difcordant  na- 
ture of  the  two  occupations.  One  was  a 
mountain  like  /Etna,  replete  with  combufti- 
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blcs,  the  other,  a  paltry  hillock  of  mud  that 
grew  like  an  excrefcence  on  the  furface— 
and  the  event  confirms  the  theory.  For  the 
firft  inundation  which  buried  the  hillock, 
has  propagated  in  a  mighty  torrent  the  blaze 
of  difcovery,  while  the  paltry  mound  that 
obftructed  its  overflow,  continues  with  the 
fame  infipidity  where  chance  firft  ordained  it 
to  grow.  The  one  was  a  fimple  employment, 
unfufceptible  of  any  refinement.  A  barber 
muft,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  an  un- 
changeable and  unimproveable  animal.  His 
bufinefs  admits  of  no  variation,  except  new 
contorfions  in  whetting  his  razor,  or  curling 
a  chancellor's  wig.  But  furgery  admits  of 
boundlefs  expanfion.  Its  genius,  like  that  of 
Plautus,  foon  foared  above  fuch  mongrel  afTo-* 
ciates  ;  and  burft  its  inclofures  by  its  magni- 
tude. Like  a  living  and  a  dead  acorn  planted 
in  the  fame  fpot  of  earth,  the  one  has  be- 
come a  ftupendous  oak,  the  (hade  and  orna- 
ment of  theforeft  ;  while  theothers  deprived 

of 
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of  growth  and  vitality,  lies  mouldering  in  its 
firft  foundations.  But  your  lordfhip  fays 
that  furgeons  have  no  pretentions  to  be 
erected  into  a  college,  becaufe  they  have  no 
learning.  What  interpretation  you  mean  to 
put  upon  learning,  I  mufr.  confefs  I  do  not 
underftand.  Perhaps  you  think  there  is  no 
learning  in  the  world,  but  your  own  ;  ora- 
tory is  too  apt  to  breed  a  contemptuous  pride 
— orators  have  always  been  vain  men  ;  and 
your  Lordfhip  refembles  your  predecefTors. 
But  you  muft  be  a  very  fuperficial  obferver 
not  to  know,  that  furgery,  of  all  the  arts 
which  the  world  has  produced,  is  at  once  the 
moft  ancient,  mod  critical,  and  profound; 
and  that  the  longefl:  life,  and  moft  recondite 
fpeculation,  is  fcarcely  fufficient  to  develop 
its  intricacies,  or  unfold  its  inventions.  The 
practice  of  furgery  preceded  that  of  law 
many  hundred  years,  and  its  members  were 
held  in  efteem  and  veneration  lone  before 
the  age  of  Juftinian  had  furnifhed  men  like 
6  your 
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your  Lordlhip  to  load  them  with  reproaches. 
Is  every  profeflion  to  be  deemed  infignilicant 
that  docs  not  produce  a  Demofthenes  ? — Is 
anatomy  nothing  ?— Is  phyfiology  nothing  ? 
— Are  the  laws  of  the  animal  economy  no- 
thing ? — Not  to  mention  chemiftry,  phar- 
macy, and  botany,  which  form  al fo  a  part  of 
our  education  ?  Or  can  vour  Lordfhio.  with 
all  your  profundity,  fpeak  ten  intelligible 
fentences  on  either  I — Then  whence  have  you 
the  indecency  to  vilify  an  art,  the  myfteries 
of  which  you  cannot  comprehend  with  all 
the  depth  of  your  genius  ?  If  oratory  is  to 
be  the  criterion  of  wifdom,  what  were  New- 
ton, Locke,  or  Addifon  ?  Were  they  idiots  ? 
No  !  they  were  men  of  reflection — men  who 
employed  their  minds  in  the  caufe  of  fcience 
and  morality,  without  either  disturbing  the 
tranquillity  of  others,  or  endangering  their 
own.  And  even  in  our  profeffion  there  are 
men  who  have  reflected  long  enough  to  know 
that  talents  are  only  ornamental,  as  they  arc 
3  made 
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made  the  invrruments  of  improvement.  Re- 
flexion is  the  refrefhing  rain  of  the  firma- 
ment ;  oratory  the  boifterous  cataract :  the 
one  fertilizes  the  foil  over  which  it  is  difFufed, 
the  other  fuffbcates  vegetation,  and  deftroys 
its  fecundity  by  its  own  violence.  You  have, 
it  is  true,  difplayed  your  power  in  making  an 
old  edifice  dilapidate  ;  but  if  marble  monu- 
ments were  as  common  as  rolls  of  parchment, 
I  believe  there  would  not  be  one  erected  to 
perpetuate  the  fame  of  your  victory.  Your 
exploits,  like  thofe  of  Alexander,  may  be  me- 
morable for  their  fplendour,  but  he  who  reads 
the  works  of  Hippocrates,  will  wonder  that 
you  are  not  both  enumerated  amongfl:  his  dif- 
eafes. — Had  the  members  of  our  community 
been  lawyers,  they  might,  like  your  Lordfhip, 
have  excited  the  rifibility  of  a  court,  con- 
founded a  witnefs,  or  cajoled  a  jury.  And 
had  your  Lordihip  been  bred  a  barber-furo-eon, 
you  had  probably  been  compelled,  with  all 
your  abilities,  to  growl  beneath  the  jirji  of 

thefe 
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thefe  occupations,  becaufe  your  want  of  hu- 
manity had  rendered  you  incapable  of  the 
latter :  nor  would  it  have  been  a  vaft  addi- 
tion even  to  Mambrino's  helmet,  that  you 
had  been  left  in  the  fuds. 

But  your  Lordfhip  fays  our  pretentions  are 
**  unjufl:  and  illegal,  becaufe  we  are  not  a 
fcientific  body."— Surely  your  Lordfhip's  re- 
collection mull:  be  furprifingly  mallow  fo  foon 
to  forget,  that  it  is  not  three  years  fince  you 
conferred  that  dignity  on  the  farriers,  for 
which  we  have  contended.  I  do  not  find  it 
recorded  that  you  thundered  your  anathemas 
againft  that  bill,  or  even  oppofed  its  intro- 
duction. Taking  therefore  your  filence  for 
acquiefcence,  let  me  afk  you,  on  what  prin- 
ciple, confident  with  your  prefent  profeffions, 
you  could  fuffer  fo  difgracefui  a  meafure  to 
receive  the  fanction  of  parliament  ?  Are  the 
carcafes  of  the  cavalry  horfes  more  import- 
ant to  the  community  than  the  lives  of  its 

citizens  ? 
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citizens  ?  Or.  have  the  veterinary  prpfeflbrs 
found  arguments  to  convince  you  that  horfe 
pathology  is  more  fcientific  than  'human?— 
It  is  faid  a  horfe  once  trembled  at  the  fight 
of  your  Lordfhip.  The  tale  feems  now  to  be 
inverted  ;  and  you  are  become  afraid  of  a 
horfe. — If  fo,  I  believe  it  will  be  the  firft 
time  you  ever  felt  for  any  thing :  taking  it 
therefore  as  a  propitious  omen,  I  hope  your 
Lordfhip  will  next  begin  to  feel  for  mankind. 
Where  was  the  watchful  Argus  of  parlia- 
ment when  the  veterinary  bill  was  in  agita- 
tion ? — Where  was  then  your  folicitude  for 
the  dignity  of  literature,  or  your  anxiety 
for  the  rights  of  individuals  ?  Or  did  they 
like  iEneas  approach  your  Tartarean  pre- 
.  fence  with  a  talifman  to  lull  the  grow  line 
Cerberus  to  fleep  ?  Or  what  conftru&ion 
are  we  to  put  upon  a  character  that  dif- 
plays  at  once  the  ftrength  of  a  giant  and 
the  mutability  and  levity  of  a  woman  f 

C  Had 
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Had  you  lived  in  the  reign  of  Caligula, 
he  would  have  made  you  one  of  his  corx- 
fuls  ;  and  perhaps  a  niche  in  the  Vatican  near 
your  tutelar  faint  *  would  have  finally  re- 
warded your  fervices. 

But  it  feems  your  Lordfhip  exults  in  the 
reflection  that  you  have  patted  your  meri- 
dian, and  lhall  not  want  the  furgeon's  af- 
fiftance.  My  Lord,  do  not  too  precipitately 
flatter  yourfelf  with  an  exemption  from  the 
ills  of  mortality  :  there  are  other  rocks  and 

*  There  is  a  ftory  related  by  one  of  the  Frenck 
writers,  of  a  continental  lawyer,  who  applied  to  the 
Pope  to  grant  his  profeffion  a  tutelar  faint.  His  holi- 
nefs  ordered  him  to  be  blindfolded  and  walk  three 
times  round  the  Vatican  ;  then  to  kneel,  and  whatever 
deity  he  fhould  embrace  would  be  his  tutelar  faint. 
The  obedient  attorney  did  as  he  was  inftrudtcd,  and 
flopping  before  the  ftatue  of  the  angel  Gabriel,  who 
is  reprefented  as  treading  upon  Satan,  he  feized  with 
avidity  the  hoofs  of  the  fallen  angel,  and  has  ever  fince 
worfliipped  him  as  his  God. 

quickfands 
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quick fands  in  the  Archipelago  of  human 
life,  befides  thofe  which  environ  the  ifland 
of  Calypfo ;  but  it  feems  your  Lordfhip 
has  not  been  without  concujfums  in  your 
voyage,  or  you  would  not  brag  your  efcape. 
Confidering  then  that  you  have  paffed  the 
gulph,  and  are  now  landed  fafe  on  the 
fhores  of  decrepitude3  it  is  neither  a  fpecimen 
of  your  fenfe,  or  your  gratitude,  to  confifcate 
the  property  of  the  pilots  who  preferved  you 
from  mipwreck.^— You  are  neither  too  old  nor 
too  virtuous  to  have  a  {lone  in  your  bladder, 
or  a  cancer  in  yourreclum,  and  fhould  fuch  a 
misfortune  befal  you  in  your  old  age,  you 
muft  not  expect  that  the  men  who  live  at 
the  fio;ti  of  the  red  ras:,  will  be  verv  lenient 
Gpe7~ators ;  for  the  Gnly  perfons  who  could  ex- 
tricate you  from  fuch  a  dilemma,  are  the  men 
whom  mod  you  have  ottended.  Bur  per- 
haps you  would  confuk  your  family  r- 
geon  the  farrier :  to  whom  in  gratitude  for 

C  2  your 
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your  bounty  we  bequeath  the  pole  and  the 
bafon:  for  fince  he  has  been  permitted  to 
ufurp  our  profeffion,  it  is  but  juftice  to  your 
difcernment,  that  we  mould  compliment  him 
with  its  badges.  The  bafon  may  be  inftru- 
mental  in  bleeding  his  horfes  when  he  has 
done  with  your  Lordfhip  ;  and  as  we  have 
left  off  (having,  it  is  to  us  a  ufelefs  utenfil: 
while  the  prolixity  of  the  pole  will  remain 
a  perpetual  and  juft  emblem  of  both  your 
profeffions.  We  are  become  brief  in  our 
operations,  and  therefore  reject  this  mon- 
ftrofity  as  a  fign  of  delay.  Your  Lordfhip 
has  been  brief  too  in  our  overthrow;  but 
it  is  an  exception  to  the  courfe  of  the  law. 
That  you  will  certainly  want  our  affiftance, 
it  would  be  equally  uncharitable  to  hope, 
and  ram  to  prognosticate.  But  you  may 
live,  like  the  tyrant  Dionyfius,  to  be  afraid 
even  of  your  barber,  without  the  confola- 
tion  which  he'  polieffed,  of  trufting  the 
6  razor 
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razor  to  your  child :  for  power  never  makes 
fuch  implacable  enemies  as  when  it  is  ex- 
ercifed  to  the  downfall  of  fcience.  But  if 
we  cannot  rouze  you  by  policy,  let  us 
awaken  you  to  a  fenfe  of  moral  propriety, 
as  things  which  refill:  the  operation  of  fol- 
vents  are  often  divided  by  fire.  The  greater!: 
of  poets  was  defcended  from  a  furgeon,  and 
the  greateft  of  the  evangeliits  profefTed  it  ; 
if  therefore  your  LordiTiip  has  any  preten- 
fions,  either  to  tafte  or  religion,  you  can- 
not confcientioufly  opprefs  their  pofterity. 
But  perhaps  that  inattention  to  morality 
which  we  have  feen  exemplified  in  your 
character,  may  have  rendered  you  invulner- 
able to  fcriptural  quotations.  I  will  not, 
therefore,  prefs  an  argument,  the  ftrength 
of  which  you  profeffionally  annihilate,  and 
practically  condemn. 

In  fliort,  my  Lord,  when  I  come  to  take 

an 
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an  impartial  view  of  your  conduct  on  this 
queftion,  the  opinions  you  have  difleminated, 
and  the  plans  you  have  difconcerted,  I  fin- 
cerely  proteft  that  I  feel  much  more  for  hu- 
manity, than  I  do  for  myfelf.  Your  wit,  for 
argument  I  cannot  call  it,  was  never  wielded 
more  malevolently  againft  the  current  of  com- 
mon utility,  nor  more  unpropitioufly  for  your 
own  reputation.  I  really  thought  the  ex- 
panfion  of  your  mind  had  made  you  fupe- 
rior  to  the  dirty  zeal  of  a  faction  ;  and  that 
any  undertaking  built  on  the  well-grounded 
plea  of  public  utility,  under  any  fet  of  men 
or  meafures,  would  have  found  a  warm 
partizan  in  your  Lordmip.  But  the  pre- 
fent  conteft  has  eclipfed  your  laurels  only 
to  convince  mankind  that  the  moft  exalted 
characters,  as  well  as  the  moft  fervile,  are 
victims  to  the  mean  fuggeftions  of  intereft. 
On  what  other  fuppofition  was  it,  either 
confiftent  with  the  greatnefs  of  your  un- 
g  derilanding, 
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derftanding,  or  congenial  to  the  fame  of 
T**r**w,  to  betray  the  oppofing  temper  of 
an  ex-minifter  ?  It  is  not  the  portion  of 
man  to  maintain  an  unperilhable  luftre. 
Your  name  has  hitherto  flood  high;  but,  be- 
lieve me,  it  will  be  more  dilacerated  by 
this  lafl  inglorious  meafure,  than  by  all 
vour  former  acerbitude.  You  have  given 
an  irreparable  affront  to  a  body  of  men, 
whom  you  cannot  injure,  and  therefore  mould 
blum  to  calumniate. 

There  is  a  fort  of  vanity  even  in  pofl- 
humous  reputation  :  and  be  allured  of  tbisy 
that  in  the  annals  of  medical  fcience  your 
name  will  ever  be  recorded  with  detefta- 
tion,  and  pronounced  with  contempt. 

Was  I  difpofed  to  be  prophetical,  I  might 
dcfcribe  the  rifing  generation  of  furgeons 

burning 
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burning  you  in  effigy  like  another  Fawkes, 
for  having  endeavoured  to  blow  up  their  con- 
stitution. For  us,  our  meafure  of  revenge 
will  be  full,  from  the  inevitable  obloquy 
that  will  attend  your  decrepitude. 

If  you  fuppofe  this  defeat  can  hurt  our 
profeflion,  you  err  moft  egregioufly.  To 
extinguifh  the  fame  of  the  furgeon,  you 
muft  extinguish  the  maladies  of  mankind  : 
and  how  far  you  have  the  ability  to  do  either 
the  one  or  the  other,   we  may  beft  learn 
from  your  own  infirmities.    The  men  who 
will  fufFer  moft  by  your  zeal,  are  the  men 
whofe  interefts  you  have  moft  efpoufed  and 
protected.    Health  is  too  invaluable  to  be 
wafted  in  experiment.   And  as  you  have  de- 
nied to  the  public  that  neceffary  and  in- 
difpenfable    teft   of  chirurgical  ikill,  an 
Anatomical  Tribunal,  this  meafure,  inftead 
of  diftributing  practice,  will  become  a  ground 

of 
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of  monopoly.  We  could  have  difcriminated 
o-enius,  we  could  have  fele&ed  it  from  the 
common  mafs  of  empiricifm,  and  have  re- 
commended it  to  notice.  But  mankind 
cannot  difcriminate,  and  therefore  will  con- 
fide only  in  men  like  us,  made  eminent 
by  fuccefsful  practice,  and  fan&ioned  by 
general  approbation.  Who  would  employ 
a  man  becaufe  he  had  pradtifed  between 
the  poles,  or  exercifed  his  knife  among 
the  blacks  of  the  Eaft,  or  the  (laves  of  the 
Weftern  world  ?  Suppofe  your  Lordfhip 
had  a  dropfy,  would  you  allow  yourfelf  to 
be  tapped  by  a  man  who  never  faw  the 
human  abdomen  ?  Or  who  can  tell  whe- 
ther in  attempting  to  perforate  your  belly, 
he  would  not  ignorantly  plunge  his  tro- 
char  either  into  your  inteftines  or  your 
liver  ?  As  patriots,  then  we  fay,  we  fin- 
eerely  pity  your  blind,  unpopular  zeal: 
but  as  men  a&ing  on  the  bafis  of  indivi- 
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dual  interefl:,  we  fhall  reap  advantages 
from  your  hatred,  which  we  could  never 
have  expected  from  your  friendfhip. 


FINIS. 


